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A SHARED 

Commitment
We first learned about the 
foundation when my husband 
and I attended a fundraiser 
shortly after building our home in 
2004. We were both impressed 
that, in addition to scholarships, the 
foundation also provided school supplies and clothing to students 
in need.

Since my husband’s passing, I’ve continued our support because 
I know how important it was to him to help local students and 
families. We’ve always believed that if you have the ability 
to improve someone’s education and life, you should do so 
whenever possible.

Warm regards,  
Valerie Gates - Donor and SFC Member

Newsletter
SFGRF

FROM HOMELESS TO College-Bound
This past spring, the Foundation awarded 42 scholarships to 
graduating seniors. One recipient had faced homelessness during 
his senior year, yet remained determined to graduate and attend 
college. Just weeks before graduation, he found himself without a 
place to stay.

The Foundation stepped in—providing temporary housing, 
grocery cards, living essentials, and a laptop before he left for 
Montana State University, where he’s now thriving. You may even 
recognize him—he worked as a server in the Stock Farm Club 
dining room.

If you’ve donated to the Foundation, thank you for helping us support 
our community for more than 23 years. If you haven’t yet, please 
consider joining us—your generosity truly makes a difference.

As you read this newsletter, you’ll learn more about our mission 
and the challenges facing children and families in Ravalli County.



Words of Thanks



A Closer Look POVERTY AND 
HOMELESSNESS IN RAVALLI COUNTY 
Ravalli County, nestled in the beautiful Bitterroot Valley, is known 
for its strong community spirit and breathtaking landscapes. Yet 
behind the beauty lies a quieter struggle. Many local families are 
living paycheck to paycheck, and too many of our neighbors are 
facing poverty or unstable housing.

According to recent data,13.9% of children in Ravalli County grow 
up in poverty. The median household income is around $71,000, 
however 34% of household incomes fall below $50,000, the 
cost of living is rising faster than wages. For a household with 
one adult and one child, the living wage needed to cover basic 
expenses is estimated at $40.71 per hour ($83,000/ year), far 
above what most local jobs pay.

These numbers translate into real challenges for families. Some 
parents must choose between paying rent and buying groceries. 
Others cannot afford enough heat in the winter or reliable 
transportation to work. The effects reach into our schools, where 
teachers see firsthand how hunger, stress, and insecurity impact 
students’ ability to learn. 

Homelessness in Ravalli County is often hidden. It may not look 
like tents or encampments, but instead families sleeping in cars, 
couch-surfing with friends, or staying temporarily in motels. These 
situations are especially hard on children, who need stability to 
feel safe and succeed in school.

While the challenges are real, so is the strength of our community. 
The Bitterroot Valley has always been a place where neighbors 
help neighbors. By supporting local programs that provide 
essentials, investing in affordable housing, and helping families 
meet basic needs, we can make a lasting difference.

Poverty and homelessness are not problems that can be solved 
overnight, but together we can reduce their impact and give every 
child and family a fair chance. When our community comes 
together with compassion and commitment, we make the 
Bitterroot Valley stronger for everyone.

Your support doesn’t just help, it changes 
lives. Every donation moves us closer to 
real impact. Give today and be part of 
something bigger. sfgrf.org/donate

THANK YOU
Tim Boyle and  

Columbia Sportswear,

On behalf of the Foundation, 
we want to extend our 
heartfelt thanks to you 

and everyone at Columbia 
Sportswear for your 

generous annual donation of 
winter gear. Your continued 
support has become a vital 
part of our efforts to care 
for children and families 

throughout Ravalli County.

Each year, your contribution 
ensures that those most in 
need are prepared for the 
harsh Montana winters. 
 The jackets, boots, and 

cold-weather gear provided 
by Columbia Sportswear do 
far more than keep people 
warm—they offer comfort, 
dignity, and a reminder that 

their community cares about 
them. We often hear from 
families who express deep 
gratitude for this support, 

and it is clear that your 
generosity has a lasting 

impact.

Your partnership reflects the 
true spirit of compassion 

and community, and we are 
so grateful for Columbia’s 
ongoing commitment to 
helping our neighbors. 

Together, we are making a 
meaningful difference in the 

lives of many.

With sincere appreciation



WARMTH, NOURISHMENT, AND HOPE

 for Ravalli County Families
Every year, more families in Ravalli County face the harsh reality 

of poverty, food insecurity, and unstable housing. For many, the 
simple things that most of us take for granted, a warm coat, a hot 
meal, or a safe place to sleep — are daily struggles. Through the 
compassion and generosity of donors like you, the Stock Farm 
Greater Ravalli Foundation (SFGRF) continues to provide critical 
support that brings relief, dignity, and hope to those in need.

Last year in the Victor School District alone, there were 32 
homeless children living in an encampment without running 
water. When the situation became known, the SFGRF stepped in 
immediately, providing multiple $100 grocery cards and propane 
cards to help these families through the cold winter months. This 
kind of direct, hands-on support is what makes the Foundation’s 
work so vital.

Each year, the need for grocery cards continues to grow across 
the valley. Through your support, SFGRF now provides $100 
grocery cards for local supermarkets to all seven school districts 
in Ravalli County, impacting approximately 400 families during 
the holiday season. These cards not only help put food on the 
table but also ease the stress that so many parents feel when they 
cannot provide enough for their children. Together, we can extend 
this outreach and bring comfort to even more families who need  
 it most.

The Bitterroot winters are long and cold, and for many local 
children, staying warm is a daily challenge. In 2024, SFGRF 
distributed more than 2,300 pieces of cold-weather gear across 
the valley, including 641 coats, 435 snow pants, 481 hats, and 769 
pairs of gloves, to students in seven school districts, Head Start, 
and S.A.F.E.

Teachers and counselors share how these acts of kindness do far 
more than protect children from the cold. A warm coat or a new 
pair of gloves gives a child self-confidence and peace of mind, 
allowing them to focus on learning and being a kid, rather than 
worrying about being cold.

As we head into another Montana winter, the need for both 
grocery assistance and winter gear continues to rise. With your 
support, the Stock Farm Greater Ravalli Foundation can do even 
more to help families stay warm, nourished, and hopeful through 
the toughest months of the year. Together, we can ensure that 
every child in the Bitterroot Valley feels cared for, supported, and 
ready to thrive.



VICTOR SCHOOL CARE CLOSET AND SFGRF  

A Community of Hope and Dignity  
At Victor School, the Care Closet has become far more than shelves 
of supplies—it is a symbol of hope, dignity, and compassion for 
our students and families. Each day, it helps lift a weight from the 
shoulders of those struggling to make ends meet, ensuring that no 
child has to face the school day without the essentials needed to 
thrive.  Both Families and teachers alike have shared their deep 
gratitude for this relief. 

“Thanks to the generosity of The Stock Farm Greater Ravalli 
Foundation, our school has changed in profound ways. Your 
kindness has filled our Care Closet with clothing, food, hygiene 
products, and school essentials that bring not just comfort, but 
confidence. With your help, our students can focus on learning 
rather than worrying about what they lack.”  

The Care Closet is open to students throughout the day, providing 
immediate support when needs arise. Each week, student volunteers 
and I  prepare meal bags for students to take home, helping to ease 
food insecurity on the weekends.  

The ripple effect of giving has been inspiring. Because of the 
example set by the Stock Farm Greater Ravalli Foundation, many 
other community groups and individuals have joined in—offering time, 
donations, and heartfelt care. What began as a simple act of kindness 
has grown into a movement that touches every corner of our community.  

“As someone who sees the needs of our students daily, I am deeply grateful for this shared effort. 
The Care Closet reminds us all that when our children are supported with stability, they have the 
freedom to learn, grow, and dream. Together, we are not just meeting needs—we are building a 
stronger, kinder community rooted in empathy and hope for these children”. 

Sue Lane, Teacher, Victor School District

I wanted to let SFGRF know how 
wonderful it was to help the Darby 
family and 3 children that lost their 
home and all their belongings to a 
fire!  Thank you!

Kurt Kohn
Darby School Counselor

Your  donations matter...



SUSTENANCE

SFGRF is committed to supporting the 
well-being of students and families in 
Ravalli County by addressing basic needs 
that are essential for learning and daily 
life. We provide grocery cards, nutritious 
meals, and warm winter clothing to ensure 
that no child goes hungry or faces the cold 
without proper protection. By offering this 
support, we help reduce barriers that can 
hinder students’ ability to focus, learn, 
and thrive in school. Our efforts extend 
beyond immediate relief — they strengthen 
families, build community resilience, and 
foster a sense of care and dignity for every 
household we serve.

EDUCATION

SFGRF is dedicated to enriching education 
across Ravalli County by ensuring every 
student and teacher has access to the 
resources they need to succeed. We 
provide classroom supplies, up-to-date 
technology, and educational books that 
enhance learning opportunities and 
engagement. Beyond materials, we also 
invest in teacher support and professional 
development, empowering educators to 
inspire and innovate in their classrooms. 
By partnering with local schools, families, 
and community members, we help create 
thriving learning environments where every 
child can reach their full potential.

SCHOLARSHIPS

SFGRF is dedicated to helping students 
and community organizations in Ravalli 
County thrive by expanding access to 
education and opportunity. We provide 
college scholarships to graduating high 
school seniors who plan to attend two-year 
or four-year colleges, as well as technical 
and trade schools. These scholarships help 
remove financial barriers and open doors 
for students to pursue their goals and build 
meaningful careers. In addition, we support 
workforce-certified students and fund local 
nonprofits and community projects through 
targeted grants. By investing in education 
and community development, we’re 
helping build a stronger, more resilient 
Ravalli County where every student and 
organization has the opportunity to grow 
and contribute.

YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH

SFGRF recognizes that mental health is 
vital to the success and well-being of both 
students and educators. To support this, 
we fund professional development in youth 
mental health for all teachers in Ravalli 
County — reaching approximately 550 
educators in the 2024 school year. Through 
this training, teachers gain the knowledge 
and tools to identify trauma, signs of 
distress, foster supportive classroom 
environments, and connect students with 
appropriate resources. In addition, we help 
fund mental health services and programs 
throughout the county by offering targeted 
grants to local organizations. Together, 
these efforts strengthen our schools’ 
capacity to support the emotional and 
psychological health of our community’s 
youth.

Our Mission
The Stock Farm Greater Ravalli Foundation seeks to financially support the growth and  

development of Ravalli County’s public education system by addressing four specific needs,  
which comprise the basis of daily life in Ravalli County.



Supporting Our Teachers, EMPOWERING OUR CLASSROOMS

Here in Ravalli County, our teachers give their all every day, shaping young minds, inspiring curiosity, 
and building the foundation for our valley’s future. Yet, Montana consistently ranks among the lowest 
in the nation for teacher pay, #46 in starting salaries and #34 in average teacher pay. Despite these 
challenges, our educators continue to go above and beyond, often spending their own money to 
ensure students have what they need to learn and grow.

Since 2002, the Stock Farm Greater Ravalli Foundation has proudly provided funding for every 
certified teacher in Ravalli County to help with classroom supplies. These grants allow teachers to 
purchase essential materials; from science lab tools and art supplies to books, paper, and hands-
on learning kits,  without having to dip into their personal finances. It’s a simple investment with a 
powerful impact: better-equipped classrooms, more creative lessons, and brighter, more engaging 
learning experiences for students across the valley.

The difference this funding makes can be seen, and felt in every classroom. As Teacher Emily Austin 
shared, “Thank you so unbelievably much for your very generous donation to teachers. You 
make such a positive difference for the teachers and students! I was able to get supplies for 
so many fun projects that I otherwise would not have purchased. You make such a difference 
for us, and we are incredibly grateful!”

Our teachers work tirelessly to nurture the next generation, and they deserve all the support we 
can give. With your help, we can expand this vital program and continue providing the tools and 
resources that bring learning to life. When we invest in our teachers, we invest in our children and in 
the future of the Bitterroot Valley itself.

SCHOLARSHIPS
Technical, 2 year and 4 year 
scholarships:  

We are entering into our 23rd year of 
providing scholarships to graduating 
high school seniors.  Each year, your 
Foundation provides 40+ scholarships 
in the amount of $16,000.  We have 
6 in state schools that match this 
scholarship bringing the amount to 
approximately $32,000.  

In 2025 we provided scholarships 
for local Ravalli County students to 
attend Lineman School, Cosmetology, 
Automotive School, Welding and many 
2 and 4 year institutions. Historically, 
almost 70% of our scholarship 
recipients are Pell eligible and many 
are first generation college students.  

We are currently providing scholarships 
to #11 Stock Farm Club Employees.



Dear Friends and Supporters,
As the weather turns colder and the year draws to a close, many in our community are facing real 
challenges — families choosing between groceries and heating, teachers buying supplies out of their 
own pockets, and young people struggling quietly with their mental health.

This season, we’re asking for your help to meet those needs. Your donations will specifically impact:

•	Food cards for families facing hunger

•	Warm winter gear for children and adults 
in need

•	Classroom supplies to support teachers  
and students

•	Mental health resources for our youth

•	Scholarships for graduating high school 
seniors to attend trade/technical schools, 
2-year and 4-year colleges and universities

Every contribution, no matter the size, brings warmth, comfort, and hope to someone right here in 
our community.

Please take a moment to give today — and help ensure no one is left behind this winter. Please visit 
our website, SFGRF.org, to donate now.

With Gratitude, 
Deb Gabehausen, Executive Director

Planned Giving Charitable Remainder Trust

When you transfer assets to a charitable remainder trust, 100% of the proceeds can be 
reinvested to benefit both your loved ones and our mission. The trust provides income for you or 
your chosen beneficiaries for life—or for up to 20 years—often at a rate between five and seven 
percent. At the end of the trust term, the remaining balance goes to The Foundation.

In Montana, there are two main types of charitable remainder trusts. See below to learn which 
option may best fit your needs.

Charitable Remainder Annuity Trust
 A trust from which you receive fixed income 
for a life or a term of years.  Best for those 
older than 70 seeking to make a substantial gift 
and receive a higher income for a short period 
of time. Fund with cash or securities, typically 
$100,000 or more.

Benefits
•	Fixed income
•	 Income tax deduction
•	No up-front capital gains tax on  

transfer of assets
•	Significant gift to use in the future

Charitable Remainder Unitrust
A trust from which you receive variable income 
(based on the trust’s value each year) for life 
or a term of years. Best for those older than 
55 seeking to make a substantial gift. Funded 
with cash, securities or other assets, typically 
$100,000 or more.

Benefits
•	Variable income
•	 Income tax deduction
•	No up-front capital gains tax on  

transfer of assets
•	Allows additional gifts
•	Significant gift to use in the future

The information on this website is not intended as legal or tax advice. For legal or tax advice, please consult your attorney or tax advisor. Figures 
cited in examples are for hypothetical purposes only and are subject to change. Reference to estate and income taxes apply to Federal taxes only. 
State income/estate taxes or state law may impact your results.


